
TRANBY NATIONAL

INDIGENOUS ADULT 

EDUCATION & TRAINING

DR BELINDA RUSSON

CEO

ROTARY PRESENTATION 2021



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF COUNTRY
WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE MANY TRADITIONAL 
CUSTODIANS OF COUNTRY THROUGHOUT 
AUSTRALIA AND HONOUR THEIR ELDERS PAST AND 
PRESENT.
WE RESPECT THEIR DEEP ENDURING CONNECTION 
TO THEIR LANDS, WATERWAYS AND SURROUNDING 
CLAN GROUPS SINCE TIME IMMEMORIAL. WE 
CHERISH THE RICHNESS OF FIRST NATIONS PEOPLES’ 
ARTISTIC AND CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS.
WE RECOGNISE THAT OUR OFFICE IS LOCATED ON 
GADIGAL LAND.
WE ARE PRIVILEGED TO GATHER ON THIS COUNTRY 
AND THROUGH THIS WEBSITE TO SHARE 
KNOWLEDGE, CULTURE AND ART NOW, AND WITH 
FUTURE GENERATIONS.



DR BELINDA 
RUSSON

CEO of Tranby

Chair of the Rona 
Tranby Trust

b.russon@tranby.edu.au



ESTABLISHED IN 1957, TRANBY IS 
AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST NOT-FOR-
PROFIT INDEPENDENT 
INDIGENOUS EDUCATION

Tranby has been a pioneer 

in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander adult 
education and an 

important hub of social 
action for decades. 

Tranby, as a nationally 
registered training 
organisation (RTO), offers 

units of competency, full 
VET qualifications and non-

accredited skill 
development initiatives to 
Indigenous adults from 

across Australia. Courses 
at Tranby have changed 

over time from trade-
based skills to governance 
and legal advocacy. Most 

importantly, Tranby offers 
these qualifications in a 

unique, culturally 

supportive environment. 

Thousands of students 
have graduated from this 
iconic Indigenous 

organisation and returned 
to their communities 

empowered with 
newfound skills and a drive 
for excellence and 

determination.



OUR VISION

To be 

recognised as 
a place of 

learning for 
Indigenous 
people and 

provide a 
lasting impact 

on the 
communities 
we serve.



TRANBY’S HISTORY
CELEBRATING 65 YEARS OF 
SUCCESS IN 2022



OUR FIRST ABORIGINAL CEO 
KEVIN "COOKIE" COOK
“At Tranby… staff and 

students work together to 
build upon the belief that 

there are great strengths in 
our diversity…. With the 
vision of a future based on 

social and economic 
justice, peace and 

respect, we can move 
forwards with dignity and 
pride.”

KEVIN “COOKIE” COOK 
First Aboriginal CEO of 

Tranby, a pioneer unionist, 
educator, land rights 

campaigner, cultural 
activ ist and advocate for 
liberation movements. 

Under Cookie’s direction, 

Tranby became the 

meeting point for many 
worldwide activ ists, a 
centre for groups 

campaigning for 
Aboriginal rights and a hub 

to share experiences for 
the benefit of Aboriginal 
communities.





LOBBYING GOVERNMENT

A large part of 2020 

and 2021 was spent 
lobbying government 

for sustainable and 
ongoing funding for 

Indigenous RTOS. At 

Minister Wyatt’s 
request, Tranby 

submitted a 
comprehensive 

overview of the current 

challenges faced by 
national Indigenous 

VET providers in 
Australia.

A 2021 Tranby's focus 

will be to continue 
lobbying government 

and obtaining support 

for the national 
Indigenous VET sector.



RELATIONSHIP BUILDING 
IN CANBERRA

It was a pleasure to 
catch up with Pat 

Dodson and brief him 
on the challenges 

faced by national 

Indigenous RTOs.

Pat’s genuine interest 

and love for Tranby 
and commitment to 

educating our mob 

was obvious. His words 
of support and 

understanding of the 
importance of 

Aboriginal-controlled 

VET education for our 
community, greatly 

energised our team to 

continue lobbying 
government for a 

secure funding future.



HERITAGE FUNDING

Tranby received over 

$100 000 from the NSW 
Office of Environment & 

Heritage to undertake 
emergency works on 

campus to the Tranby 

heritage buildings. 

This funding covers 
urgent roof repairs and 

allows us to address 

water leakage in the 
library as well as 

undertake important 
WHS and Fire Safety 

updates

Working alongside 
esteemed heritage 

specialists, Cracknell & 

Lonergan architects, 
2021 will see this work 

continue to maintain 
our Heritage buildings 

and ensure that Tranby 

campus continues to 
be a safe place of 

history, culture and 
learning.



FIRST NATIONS ALLIANCE

Alongside Doug Milera, 

the CEO of Tauondi
Aboriginal College, I 

had the pleasure of 
meeting with The 

Minister for Indigenous 

Australians, The Hon. 
Ken Wyatt on the 

traditional lands of the 
Kaurna people 

(Adelaide).

This meeting took 
place on behalf of the 

newly formed Alliance 
of First Nations 

Independent Education 

and Training Providers 
(The Alliance) which 

includes, Tranby, 

Tauondi Aboriginal 
College, the Institute for 

Aboriginal 
Development (IAD) 

and NAISDA Dance 

College. 

Together, The Alliance  

submitted a proposal 
to Minister Ken Wyatt 

for a new funding 

model that supports 
National Indigenous 

Owned and Operated 
Registered Training 

Organisations (IRTOs).



DIGITAL PRESENCE AND 
SOCIAL MEDIA

Tranby has worked 

hard to expand our 
social media 

presence to engage 
and connect with 

community.

We produce the 
Tranby Yarns 

newsletter twice a 
year for our students, 

community members 

and stakeholders. We 
also post regularly on 

Facebook and 
Instagram.

Tranby advertises in 

the Koori Mail and the 
National Indigenous 

Times as well as 

using Facebook ads 
to attract new 

students.



ON CAMPUS

Our wonderful mural by 

Ivy Minniecon captures 
the joy felt on campus in 

celebrating our 60 
strong years of 

operation.

We are now thinking of a 
mural or sculpture for our 

65th year!



COMMUNITY 
ART PROJECT

It was wonderful to 

collaborate with the 

young people from 
Glebe Youth Services to 

produce this colourful 
artwork near our 

bathrooms. Designed by 

Michael, a young local 
Aboriginal artist, the 

mural wall project was 
funded by the Australian 

government’s NAIDOC 

week grants. The artwork 
symbolises a meeting 

tree of knowledge and 
community.



VISITORS ON CAMPUS

Mr John Moriarty 

visited the Tranby 
campus to engage in 

discussions around the 
new Balarinji project at 

Martin Place. 

This exciting project 

will see Balarinji create 
an art installation in 

Martin Place that 

reflects the important 
Aboriginal social and 

political history of 
Sydney, specifically 

the Operation 

Aborigine protests 
which are an integral 

part of our 

city's history.

John thoroughly 
enjoyed coming back 

and visiting Tranby and 
had many stories to 

share about his 

memories and other 
past projects with 

Tranby.



VISITING ACADEMIC FROM 
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
MS SADHANA HALL

In August 2020, Tranby 
had the pleasure of 

hosting Ms Sadhana 
Hall, the Deputy 

Director of the 

Rockefeller Center for 
Public Policy at 

Dartmouth University.

Sadhana’s research 

collaboration with 

Tranby is a Project that 
we hope to deliver in 

partnership with 
Jumbunna at UTS and 

is a leadership 

program aimed at final 
year Indigenous 

University students.

The program will 

connect students to 
employers, build 

confidence and 

valuable skills such as 
networking, effective 

communication 
techniques and 

negotiation and 

dispute resolution skills.



YANALANGAMI

YANALANGAMI: STRONG WOMEN, STRONG 
COMMUNITIES a National Indigenous 
female changemaker campaign to celebrate 
and further empower Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
women making grassroots change within and for 
community. The inaugural leadership and 
empowerment program is funded through a 
prestigious award from the U.S Department of 
State’s Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund 
global competition 2020.



YANALANGAMI

https://www.yanalangami.com.au/

https://www.yanalangami.com.au/


ARC LINKAGES GRANT WITH UTS 
& PROFESSOR HEATHER GOODALL

Tranby collaborated with Professor Heather Goodall 
and the University of Technology, Sydney and 
received an Australian Research Council (ARC) 
Linkages grant to learn about Tranby student 
experiences – personal, social, political and 
educational – and their contribution to Indigenous 
self-determination and leadership

Funding Amount $232,371
Project just completed



BURAWA

BURAWA, A 

NATIONAL 
INDIGENOUS 

CAREERS 
CENTRE 
funded by the 

National 
Careers 

Institute and 
based at 
Tranby, 

Burawa will 

provide 

culturally 
relevant 

aptitude 
assessment, 
information 

and advice, 
career 

pathway 
mapping, 
leadership 

training, 

professional 

upskilling 
courses and 

culturally safe 
mentoring 
support to 

enhance 
educational 

and career 
trajectories of 
Indigenous 

adults.



VOLUNTEERS

Tranby is fortunate to 

have many volunteers 
and corporate partners 

who volunteer around 
campus.

For Tranby, these 

partnerships are 
important to keep our 

campus running, build 
our corporate 

engagement and it is 

also a fantastic 
opportunity to share 

our history and ideas 
for the future in a 

collaborative space 

that allows for 
meaningful dialogue 

about corporate social 

responsibility.

Volunteers are always 
welcome!



ELDER IN RESIDENCE

Aunty Cleonie Quayle 

worked with the Tranby 

team and our students as 
Elder in Residence.

Cleonie ensured that 
Tranby students had 

someone to have a 

cuppa and a yarn with at 
break time and worked 

with students to provide 
support and guidance 

when needed.



TRANBY TRAVELS

Three Tranby students 

were fortunate to 
receive scholarships 

from the Federal 
government’s 

International Student 

Mobility Grant.

This grant allowed the 

students to travel to 
Penang, Malaysia 

to volunteer and learn 

from NGOs and local 
community 

organisations. The 
students volunteered 

serving meals at 

Kechara Soup Kitchen 
and met many inspiring 

women at the Women’s 

Centre for Change 
(WCC). The WCC 

advocates for law 
reform for vulnerable 

women and it provides 

much needed legal 
assistance and 

emergency 
accommodation for 

women experiencing 

family violence.



STUDENTS IN 
BOROBODUR,
INDONESIA

Scholarship recipients had 

the opportunity to visit the 
world’s biggest Buddhist 

monument in Indonesia. 
Students also had the 
opportunity to visit NGOs 

who undertake valuable 
socially impactful work for 

their communities. 
Including an innovative 
clean water initiative.



ENDEAVOUR SCHOLARSHIP
CAMBODIA

Tranby was the 

fortunate recipient of 
funding under the 

Australian 
government’s 

Endeavour scholarships 

program.

This trip enabled our 

Hospitality students to 
meet with the Deputy 

Ambassador at the 

Embassy to discuss 
Cambodian NGOs and 

regional politics.

Students ate at local 

training restaurants that 

work to train vulnerable 
community members.

Students also visited 

the Angkor Wat temple 
complex in Siem Reap 

and learnt about the 
many challenges 

community members 

face in Cambodia in 
relation to sex 

trafficking and 
violence.



GRADUATION DAY

Online learning is 

different and we 
miss having our 

student's on 
campus. We also 

miss our graduation 
ceremonies.

Here are some 
Tranby students 

graduating with a 

Diploma in 
Aboriginal Studies a 

few years back.



STORIES OF STUDENT 
SUCCESS

It is wonderful to be a 

part of our student’s 
successes. I was 

invited by former 
Tranby student Bernice 

Hookey to support her 

in her nomination for a 
2019 Women’s Agenda 

Leadership Award as 
an Emerging 

Changemaker. 

Bernice’s impactful 
work relates to 

supporting women 
experiencing family 

violence and promotes 

self-empowerment and 
self-care.



CHALLENGES WE FACE

COVID 19

Tranby is working 
diligently in response 

to COVID-19 to 
transition our courses 

to an online format.

At this stage, it is 
unlikely that we will 

have students on 
campus in Glebe, but 

our hope is to work 

with both the State 
and Federal 

governments to offer 
our programs online.

We look forward to 

welcoming students 

back to Tranby next 

year.

Lack of secure 
ongoing funding

Tranby is working with 

the federal 
government for 

financial support and 
we have approached 

the Minister with a 

plan for funding 
Tranby over the next 

3-5 years.

To date, we have not 
been able to secure 

funding beyond 31 

December 2021.



EXCITING 2020 PROJECTS

National Indigenous 

Oral History and 
Digital Storytelling 

Centre

Tranby is working with 

our philanthropic 

partners and the Rona 
Tranby Trust to 

establish a national 
repository of 

Indigenous oral 

histories and stories

Mukurtu Platform and 

partnership with UTS

Burawa National 

Indigenous Careers 

Centre

Lowitja
Institute Research 

partnership and 

funding



CELEBRATING 65 STRONG
YEARS IN 2022
Tranby will have a 

number of events on 
campus in Glebe 

next year to 
celebrate 65 strong 
years of community 

education.

Please check our 

website www.tranby.
edu.au

for event updates.

If I've mentioned 
anything of interest 

and you'd like to 
connect with me 
after today, please 

feel free to email me 
on:

b.russon@tranby.edu.

au

http://www.tranby.edu.au
mailto:b.russon@tranby.edu.au


MY ROTARY
CONNECTION IN
CHENNAI, INDIA

My husband's grandfather 

Mr KK Nambiar, was 
the Chief Engineer of the 

state of Madras and a 
MadrasRotary Club 
member. In 1943 he 

arranged for a community 
hall to be built in 

the Rotary Nagar slum 
in Madras. The Rotary Club 
worked with 

the community and started 
a night school and other 

programs to empower 
more vulnerable communi
ty members. They 

established a creche for 
children 

of working mothers and a li
brary and literacy centre, 
as well as a Medical 

centre.

KK Nambiar's daughter, 

my mother-in-law Dr 
Vimala Nayanar would 

later be in charge 
of the Department 
of Paediatric Radiology at 

POW Hospital, Randwick.

At the time Rotary Nagar 

was a complex of eight 
slums with a population of 
over 20 000 people.



THANK YOU
SEE YOU AT 
TRANBY IN

2022


